WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes Of The General Meeting Held At W.A.C.A. on Thursday 15 May 2009 commencing 7.30pm.

Present

Mr D Pink, Chairman, Mr G Lynch, Mr K Tallyn, Mrs E Tallyn, Mrs H Matthews, Secretary, Mr Brown and Mr Field, members of the Residents’ Association and two members of the public.

Apologies

Mr M Droney, Mr D Foyle, Mr R Moore, Mrs J Rea and Miss F Rozzell.

Before opening the meeting, Mr Pink reported that Mr Len Palmer, a former Chairman of the Residents’ Association had suffered a fall. The Committee extended their best wishes and hopes for his speedy recovery.

Minutes

The minutes of the last General Meeting were circulated and read. Acceptance was proposed by Mr Lynch and seconded by Mr Field.

Matters Arising From Minutes

a) MDA: Mr Pink attended a meeting of the Southern Community Board on 29 April. Grainger’s intend to start building with Phase 5 of the development which is adjacent to Waterlooville Fire Station instead of commencing in the Purbrook area. As 3000 of the intended houses will not be built in the immediate future, only one of the two proposed schools will be built. The layout of the Southern Access road has not yet been agreed.
b) A3 Bus Priority Corridor: In response to Mr Pink’s letters expressing concern with aspects of the overall scheme, a letter had been received from Mr Smith, the Chief Executive of Hampshire County Council. ‘Keep Clear’ markings at the junction of Padnell Road and Padnell Avenue have been installed, but the signals at the junctions of Padnell Road and Durley Avenue with London Road are considered to conform to regulations laid down in the Hampshire County Council Safety Audit. In response to the on street on/off loading concerns, Mr Smith stated that the shop layout does not conform to modern standards and some inconvenience is only to be expected. However, if safety is shown to be compromised, further measures may be considered. With regard to the rear access the Co-Op, Mr Smith does not consider that the new traffic signals have worsened the problem. Both members of the public raised concerns as to the impact of the scheme on vehicles exiting Park Lane. Mr Pink undertook to write to the County Council again, enclosing photos of the road, before and after the implementation of the traffic scheme.

c) Cherry Tree Avenue And Associated Roads: In reply to a letter from Mr Pink, County Councillor Thornber had responded but dealt mainly with the speed of the traffic and not the volume, which was also causing concern. A speed camera had been installed, but since removed. It has been established that if Padnell Grange were developed, a full review of traffic measures in the adjoining roads would be carried out.

d) Havant Transport Forum: Following several incidents, Mr Pink was concerned that passengers with free bus passes were being given tickets which did not reflect their actual destination and he wondered how the Council was being charged by the Bus Company. He had written to the M.P. Michael Mates and received a reply indicating that funding was not made on a specific journey length but was based on a formulaic amount.

e) Public and Disabled Toilets Near To Waitrose: The toilets, closed for some time due to lack of water and electricity, have now been reopened.

f) Mr Pink reported that during the first two weeks in June, Mr Foyle’s annual exhibition in Waterlooville library would cover the 65th anniversary of D. Day. An article will be included in the June edition of the Rate Payer Magazine.

Correspondence

Regional Strategy Plan: Mr Pink had received a leaflet confirming that this Plan replaces the SE Plan Core Document and the Regional Economic Strategy Document 2006 – 2016. He asked that the Committee continue to be kept informed of all developments and further information will appear in their next newsletter..

A letter had been received from Shelter, concerning the development of the new Eco-Town at Whitehill Bordon. Although this is outside our area of concern, information will continue to be sent to us.

The Minutes of the Havant 50+ Forum had been received. Following concerns as to the lack of Public Toilets in the Gallagher Retail Park, facilities had been made available in Matalan. Concerns were also expressed regarding the lack of comfortable seating in the Waterlooville Boulevard area of the town.

The Minutes of the Bosmere 100 were circulated.

Mr Pink had received assurance from Councillor Keast that the refurbishment of the CCTV cameras will not compromise safety.

There has been a considerable amount of crime in the area. Several shops in Waterlooville have had lead removed from their roofs, and there has been an increase in pick pocketing during the Friday market. Garden ornaments have been stolen and there have been several thefts from parked cars. Details of the Beat Surgeries will be published in the Ratepayer Magazine.

Any Other Business

At the March, AGM, Mr Field had raised the issue of the accumulated rubbish in the stream near Rockville Drive, Waterlooville. Mr Pink had contacted Mark Pinwill, the Environmental Ranger employed by Havant Borough Council but the situation remained unchanged. Mr Pink undertook to speak to him again at the next Community Board meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 8.35pm.
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