WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes Of The General Meeting Held At C.A.C.A. on Thursday 8 July 2010 commencing 7.30pm.

Present

Mr D Pink, Chairman, Mr G Lynch, Mr R Moore, Mr K Tallyn, Mrs J Rea, Miss F Rozzell, Mrs E Tallyn and Mr and Mrs Brown, Mr Field, Mr Griffiths, Mr Mercer, Mrs C Moyes, Mr and Mrs Wakefield, members of the Residents’ Association, Mr G Hollingbery, M.P. For Meon Valley, Councillor R Bastin, Waterloo Ward, Councillor G Shimbart, Hart Plain Ward, fifteen members of the public and Mrs H Matthews, Secretary.

Apologies

Mr M Droney and Mr D Foyle.

Minutes

The minutes of the last General Meeting were circulated and read. Acceptance was proposed by Mr Field and seconded by Mr Tallyn.

Matters Arising From Minutes

a) A3 Bus Priority Corridor: The traffic lights had been out of order for two days during which the traffic flows had been much improved. At the Scrutiny Panel meeting to be held on 7 September, Mr Pink will present this fact.

b) Rockville Drive Stream: Concerns were raised that rubbish left piled close to the stream will wash back in. Mr Pink has spoken will speak to Mr Pinwell and asked him to carry out further investigations. 

c) The Queen’s Inclosure. Mr Pink thanked Mr Brown, Mrs Moyes and Mrs Rea for their help and reported that nine months after the problem had been reported, the defective manhole had been finally repaired.

d)
Paint Spraying In Aston Road Industrial Units: Mr and Mrs Wakefield reported that they had again had to contact the Environmental Health Department. The Unit is now under new ownership and the on going situation is being monitored.

d) Recycling And Other Problems At The Rainbow Public House: Mrs Moyes reported that she had found the Area Beat Officer to be disinterested when problems were reported. The anti social behaviour is unabated and the shops opposite the Rainbow have reported finding needles at the rear of their premises. Councillor Shimbart undertook to speak to Mrs Moyes after the meeting.

e) Hart Plain Avenue: In response to Mrs Moyes’ concerns regarding Hart Plain Avenue, Councillor Shimbart reported that Hart Plain Avenue is to be resurfaced as the existing surface was defective. Extra signage will be erected and pinch points at either end of the 20 m.p.h. length will be installed. If these measures are still ineffective in reducing the speed, cushion type road humps will be installed.

Waterlooville South Community Board Meeting

Mr Pink and Mrs Rea attended the meeting on 30th June. Untaxed vehicles throughout the Borough have been targeted resulting in nearly 100 being removed from the roads. In Jubilee Park more patrols are being instigated to deal with dog owners who do not clear up after their dogs, and alcohol fuelled anti social behaviour. The problem of unsupervised children in the vicinity of the pond is also being addressed. The hedges near the Raebarn House car park are to be trimmed and the Waterlooville Town Centre Liveability Scheme is being assessed.

When exiting Aintree Drive into Tempest Avenue, the sight lines are obscured to the right by a large hawthorn tree. Mr Pink had raised the matter with the Environmental Rangers, but as nothing has been done, Councillor Shimbart will investigate further.

Correspondence

Kerbside Glass Collection

In response to Mr Pinks’ letter, Havant Borough Council replied that a review of their waste recycling strategy is currently underway. Investigations are being carried out to find a new site to replace the Crows Nest recycling area on the Hazelton Estate.

MDA

At the last public meeting concerns were expressed that children from the Taylor Wimpey site were being educated at local schools. Mr Pink had written to Ms Jackie Batchelor asking for clarification regarding the progress of the educational facilities in the development area. Ms Batchelor replied that there was no intention that the children would take places in local schools but it had been agreed that until the schools were built, empty places at local schools would be filled by children from the new development. The original sites for the schools proved too costly to access and new sites had been agreed.

AOB

With regard to the fore at the Tesco Express in the Westbrook Centre, Cowplain, Mr Pink undertook to send a letter of thanks to the local fire crews.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.30pm.

After being welcomed and introduced by Mr Pink, George Hollingbery, M.P. For Meon Valley conducted a question and answer session during the meeting. 

George Hollingbery spoke briefly about Waterlooville, stating he had visited Hart Plain School and the Wecock Festival. He hopes to hold a street surgery somewhere in the area at least once a month. In connection with the MDA, he is aware of the concerns of the local residents’ and intends to pass them on to the Environmental Agency. Concerning the NHS in Hampshire, he considers it unlikely that Oak Park will now be built although the children’s’ unit at Q.A. will be substantially retooled.

Mr Hollingbery will shortly be meeting the Portfolio Holder for the Highways Department and will discuss the impact of the A3 Bus Corridor throughout the Cowplain and Waterlooville areas. He agreed that Government promises regarding building schools were now unlikely to be adhered to and no money is available for Cowplain Community School or Horndean Technology College.

Mr Hollingbery considers his area of expertise is in Local Government and hopes to make a significant contribution to local legislation.

Mr Hollingbery then invited questions from the floor, which were answered by either himself (GH) or Councillor Gerry Shimbart (GS).

Is There A Likelihood of Parliamentary Boundary Changes In The Near Future?

GH It is very probable that Boundaries will change to try to ensure that every M.P. represents the same number of voters. However, the boundary review procedure is extremely complicated and no changes are likely in the immediate future.

Why Have The Spaces Above The Shops In Waterlooville Town Centre Not Been Redeveloped To Provide Accommodation?
GH Waterlooville Town Centre is very much in need of attention. However all the property is privately owned and no redevelopment can be enforced. Hopefully the development to the west of Waterlooville will force change in the town centre.

GS The front of the Curzon Rooms has now been tidied up to present a less derelict appearance.

When Will The Household Waste Recycling Centre Be Relocated?

GH It will be relocated when building has restarted.

GS The start of construction will release the money to relocate the facility, which will be sited at the back of the Brambles Industrial Estate. Although the money will be available in October, there is no set date for the relocation.

The Local Council Will Often Refuse A Planning Application Only To See Their Decision Overturned On Appeal. Is This Situation Likely To Change?

GH No. Decisions made on appeal are determined in the context of the Local Development Framework. It is hoped that local people will have more input at the early stages.

GS The Inspector has dismissed the last two appeals.

Is Mandatory Voting Ever Likely To Be Introduced?

GS I do not believe in compulsory voting although I do think that everyone should vote at least once in their lives. However, Alternative Voting is part of the Coalition agreement and this will be examined further.

What Can Be Done About Continued Fires In The Queen Elizabeth Inclosure?

GH Councillor Shimbart and I will make representations to the local Police to try to get a comprehensive strategy for the Inclosure.

What Can Be Done About Vandalism And Anti Social Behaviour And Are There Any Plans To Get Rid Of Community Support Officers?

GH Community Support Officers play a valuable role in the community but ultimately it is better to have uniformed police on the streets. It is important to reduce their level of paperwork to enable them to spend more time policing in the community.

Why Do Community Support Officers Not Respond To Calls When Trouble Is Actually Taking Place.

GH However threatening anti social behaviour appears, crime is falling and in this area there are low crime levels. Possibly there is scope to make the parents more accountable

What Can Be Done About The Chaos Caused By The A3 Bus Corridor And The Rat Runs In Surrounding Roads?

GH This matter must be tackled from the top downwards. I intend to approach Hampshire County Council and ask for proof that the scheme is actually achieving its objectives. 

Why Don’t M.P.’s Do Circuits And Will Regular Surgeries Be Held?

GH I hope to hold regular surgeries every three to six weeks. However, I can be contacted at any time via my office. However, I can usually only intervene if the appropriate council body has been contacted first and many enquiries can be resolved in that way.

Mr Hollingbery concluded by saying that he found this type of meeting invaluable and would like; time permitting to attend again, possibly in October.
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