WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes Of The General Meeting Held At C.A.C.A. on Thursday 4 December 2008 commencing 7.30pm.

Present

Mr D Pink, Chairman, Mr D Foyle, Mr G Lynch, Mr R Moore, Mr K Tallyn, Miss F Rozzell, Mrs J Rea, Mr & Mrs Wilcox and Mr P Davies members of the Residents’ Association. In the absence of Mrs Matthews, Mr Pink took the minutes.

Apologies

Mr B Jones, Mrs E Tallyn and Mrs H Matthews, Secretary.

Minutes

The minutes of the last General Meeting were circulated and read. With the insertion of County Councillor Mr Thornber into the Cherrytree Avenue and Associated Roads paragraph, acceptance was proposed by Mr Moore and seconded by Mr Tallyn.

Matters Arising From Minutes

a) Milton Road Liveability Project: Mr Lynch reported that there had been attempts to infill the potholes but no other work appeared to have been be undertaken.

b) MUGA: Mr Tallyn reported that the B.M.X. cycle track was very well used. Questions had been raised at the recent Waterlooville South Community Board meeting regarding the lack of toilet facilities. The Council explained they had no legal obligation to provide facilities and it was not intended to install any. Mr Tallyn spoke of his concern that now the park was being used, the nature area and hedgerows, currently being used as toilets would become even more despoiled by this practice. The Community Board meeting also spoke of the lack of lighting in Jubilee Park.

c) MDA: Mr Pink referred members to the PAWRA newsletter, which said that Maurepas Way would remain a two-lane road and not become a single lane road had been previously understood. The new Community Centre within the vicinity of Plant Farm was to be in addition to WACA and not a replacement.
d) Padnell Grange: There was nothing further to report.
e) A3 Bus Priority Corridor:

a. Durley Avenue/Padnell Road Junction With London Road: The crossings where the tactile paviours had been provided were still considered by members to be unsafe. Mr Tallyn suggested that having green-crossing lights linked to the pedestrian crossing lights, which would give an indication that it was safe to cross, could rectify the problem.

b. Padnell Road/Padnell Avenue Junction: Mr Pink said the cross hatching had still not been installed and traffic queued across the junction blocking access to the Doctor’s Surgery. Mr Pink will send a letter.

Cherry Tree Avenue And Associated Roads

Mr Pink read letters from County Councillor Thornber and a card from Mr Hollingbury. Mr Tallyn suggested we write again pointing out our original letter spoke of an increase in the volume rather than the speed of the traffic, which the reply inferred. It was also suggested that weight restrictions could be imposed, worded to allow access to the Golf Club and other legitimate deliveries but not to enable large vehicles to use the road as a rat run. Mr Pink undertook to send a further letter.
Post Office Closures

Now that pension payments were to remain as at present, the prospect of additional closures had disappeared.

34 Milton Road

A further letter was sent on 4 October to Ms Hopkins, the Managing Director of Havant Borough Council. She offered no further options to explore and said that the case was closed. Mr Pink felt that there was, regrettably nothing further to be done but would keep all correspondence on file.

3 London Road, Purbrook, Tesco Site

Mr Pink referred to PAWRA newsletter, which gave details of the site in question.

Queens Inclosure

Mr Pink read letters from the Forestry Commission. Members were satisfied that work being carried out was necessary and were pleased to learn that the area under Portsmouth City Council ownership was now leased for 125 years to the Forestry Commission which would enable proper management of the site to be undertaken.

Planning Applications

a)
Silvester House, Silvester Road, Cowplain: An appeal took place on 29 October but, to date, no results have been heard.

b)
1 Hart Plain Avenue: The application for high density flats has been withdrawn and replaced by an application for 5 dwellings, landscaping and parking. Mr Tallyn had undertaken to speak to the neighbours in the vicinity who had no objection to the revised scheme.

c)
42 Milton Road: There were no further comments.

d)
Cowplain Surgery, 133 London Road: There were no further comments.

e)
Padnell Road Surgery: There has been a further planning application.

Correspondence

Eco Plan For Whitehill And Bordon

A copy of the plan had been sent for information but it was felt that the area was too distant for any suitable input.

Proposed Hydro Carbon Exploration Well Site.
Temporary permission had been applied for to drill an exploratory oil well. The proposed site is between Hulbert Road/A3 (M) southbound and B & Q. Access will be via Hulbert Road.

Reports

Waterlooville South Community Board Meeting

At a recent meeting, attended by Mrs Rea, traffic problems at the southern end of London road shops adjacent to Jackson’s Electrical had been reported. Cars experiencing parking difficulties were using the clearly marked bus lane.

Waterlooville Community Partnership (Business Association)

Concerns were expressed that meetings were poorly attended. However given the current economic climate a meeting at 9.30am on a working day was considered to be an unpopular time.

Imbalance Of Skills In The Area

With the influx and outflow of workers to the area, it was felt that an imbalance of skills could result.

Queen Alexandra Hospital Portsmouth Hospital Trust

In a private capacity, Mrs Rea had attended the inaugural meeting. A full report will be attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

Havant Transport Forum.

Together with members from other organisations, Mr Pink had been invited, as our representative to attend a meeting on 26 November. Mr Pink gave brief details of the meeting; where members were split into workshops, coming together for the final analysis. The results of the Countywide workshops will be sent to Mr Pink with the minutes of the Havant Forum in due course.

At the meeting Mr Pink questioned why the Waterlooville Link could not run in reverse, i.e. Horndean Cowplain, Waterlooville to Havant station as this would mean travel to either Victoria or Waterloo would result. SWT undertook to look into this. Another member asked when the Waterlooville link would be announced at stations en route rather than the now defunct Streatham link. SWT replied that this would be rectified with the adoption of the new timetable on Dec 14.

A disabled member asked why more wheelchairs could not be carried. The First Bus representative said the legal requirement was currently one space but in future the new legislation meant that up to 3 spaces would be provided. However the companies view is that once the provided spaces were filled, the bus is considered full to disabled people, just as able-bodied passengers would be refused access if the seating/standing areas were full.

Mr Pink also questioned whether bus companies are being overpaid for the journeys taken as destinations are not always shown correctly on the tickets. He did not receive clarification and intends to re raise the question the next time the forum meets in approx 6 months time.

Any Other Business

a) Bus Services: Mr Foyle asked why there could be no reinstatement of the later weekday and all weekend services on the Stagecoach 37 service. Mr Pink explained that the bus companies felt that the service was so little used that it did not warrant an expensive bus when a taxi was more appropriate. Mr Foyle then asked why Wecock Farm had such a good service in comparison with other parts of the borough. Mr Pink said he understood that was for historical reasons. When Wecock Farm was built, the residents came from Portsmouth and as they worked in Portsmouth, a good service had to be maintained for the move to be acceptable.

b) Footpath Between Longwood Avenue And Masefield Crescent: Residents reported problems with motorcycles riding through the footpath and that food containers were being deposited in gardens adjacent to the path. At Mrs Rea’s suggestion, the residents agreed to attend a future Police surgery, and report back to the next Residents Association meeting, when a letter could be sent as required.

c) Scottish Power. Mr Moore gave evidence of cold calling by the company, and Mr Pink undertook to send a letter.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.15 pm following an exchange of seasonal greetings.
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