WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes Of The General Meeting Held At W.A.C.A. on Thursday 2 October 2008 commencing 7.30pm.

Present

Mr D Pink, Chairman, Mr R Moore, Mr K Tallyn, Mrs J Rea, Mrs H Matthews, Secretary, Mr and Mrs Brown, Mr Mercer and Miss Sharp, members of the Residents’ Association.

Apologies

Mr M Droney, Mr D Foyle, Mr G Lynch, Mr B Jones, Miss F Rozzell And Mrs E Tallyn.

Minutes

The minutes of the last General Meeting were circulated and read. Acceptance was proposed by Mr Tallyn and seconded by Mr Moore.

Matters Arising From Minutes

a) Milton Road Liveability Project: Councillor Shimbart had contacted Mr Pink and has confirmed that the affected parts of Milton Road will be dug up and resurfaced and the disabled parking space be more clearly marked. It is understood that this work will be carried out shortly. Mr Moore stated that the position of the posts by the disabled parking bay caused an obstruction and Mr Pink undertook to contact Councillor Shimbart.

b) MUGA: Mr Tallyn reported that the work now appeared complete.

c) Waterlooville Music Festival: Letters of appreciation written to the organisers of the event had been well received.

d) MDA: At the meeting held on 30 September, it was clarified that after construction was completed, buses, as well as pedestrians would use the Milk Lane access route. The new Community Centre was discussed and it was confirmed that the new Household Waste Recycling Facility would not be completed for at least three years. Asda will relocate from their existing site to their present car park but no move is anticipated for at least two years. A hotel will occupy their present site and the current Waterlooville Community Centre will be relocated to a new building adjacent to Maurepas Way. Forest End Doctors surgery and the present Fire Station will be relocated near to Marconi, and Maurepass Way will be reduced to a single lane in each direction. It is anticipated that the garage opposite the Forest End surgery will be demolished and replaced with a prestigious block of flats as part of the Gateway to Waterlooville.
e) Padnell Grange: A resident living adjacent to the area noted that tree felling was taking place. After a series of phone calls, the local constabulary’s Wildlife Protection Officer halted the work and on the following Monday, Councillor Keast served notice which prevented any further felling or clearing for at least six months. Mr and Mrs Mercer have contacted Natural England and requested that a Wildlife Survey be undertaken, as they believe there are bats, owls, newts and grass snakes in the vicinity. Some trees are protected by preservation orders and it was believed some of those felled were over a hundred years old.

f) A3 Bus Priority Corridor: Mr Pink had written to Mr Topps, the Team Leader for Major Schemes at Hampshire County Council. His letter, published in full in the October issue of the Ratepayer Magazine covered problems with the phasing of traffic lights at the Durley Avenue/London Road and Padnell Road/London Road junctions. In addition, there were concerns with access to the front Co-Op car park, the Padnell Road/Padnell Avenue junction and visibility from the southbound bus stop outside Cowplain shops. Mr Pink read out Mr Topps reply and a further letter, to be published in the Magazine, which he had recently sent to Mr Topps. Mr Pink had received a letter from a member of the public concerning a hole outside the Bank and it was also noted that there was a broken manhole cover outside Borrows Day Centre and signs and cones remained in London Road with no apparent work being done. Further concerns were raised as traffic exiting Park Lane to go to Lidl’s was making a U turn in London Road. Mr Pink will raise these matters with Mr Topps after receiving a reply to his latest letter.

Cherry Tree Avenue And Associated Roads.

In his private capacity, Mr Pink has written to the local Police expressing concern about the situation. An articulated lorry going south along Cherry Tree Avenue forced a car to mount the pavement to allow it to pass, and accidents have caused the road to be closed on two separate occasions. No reply has been received yet but it is hoped a meeting including Councillor Hollingbury of Winchester City Council (and prospective M.P. for the new Meon Valley Constituency.), David Keast the Cowplain Ward councillor, Mr Pink and Margaret Barnes, the former Chair of the Waterlooville Northern Community Board Forum will be held soon. Mr Pink will write to Mr Thornber, the Leader of Hampshire County Council.

Post Office Closures

Mrs Rea had previously reported that card accounts were likely to be withdrawn by the Post Office. Mr Pink had written to both Mr Mates and Mr Willetts asking them to sign the early day Motion 1506 and requesting them to write to the Prime Minister calling on him to ensure that POCA2 remains a post office product. Mr Mates had replied confirming that he had signed the motion and supported the request.

34 Milton Road

A letter had been sent to the Health Protection Unit, who said that they were an advisory body only and for any action, Havant Borough Council would have to be approached. Mr Pink undertook to send a further letter to the Council although in view of their past inaction, he felt that little would be achieved. It was felt that all avenues had been fully investigated in an attempt to resolve this problem but regretfully, it seemed unlikely that a solution could be achieved.

Any Other Business

a) Mrs Rea had received a questionnaire from Havant Borough Council asking her views on various aspects within the area local to her address. She has completed and returned this and thought further questionnaires may be sent within the Havant Borough area.

b) Mr Tallyn had heard that 3 London Road, Purbrook was to become a Tesco’s. After some discussion it was agreed this was the old garage site.

c) Mr Brown had noticed there was harvesting work taking place in the Queen’s Inclosure and was concerned about its probably extent. General discussion confirmed this area was a particularly healthy forest and all work in the past had been undertaken responsibly.. Mr Pink undertook to write to the Forestry Commissions to ascertain the ownership of the Inclosure and the extent of the work. 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.40 pm.
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