WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes Of The General Meeting Held At W.A.C.A. on Thursday 1 May 2008 commencing 7.30pm.

Present

Mr D Pink, Chairman, Mr D Foyle, Mr G Lynch, Mr R Moore, Mr K Tallyn, Mrs J Rea, Mrs H Matthews, Secretary, Mrs M Smith from PAWRA and Mr and Mrs Brown, both members of the Residents’ Association.

Apologies

Miss F Rozzell and Mrs E Tallyn.

Minutes

The minutes of the last General Meeting were circulated and read. Acceptance was proposed by Mrs Rea and seconded by Mr Tallyn.

Matters Arising From Minutes

a) The Curzon Rooms: New proposals have been submitted which include demolishing the old cinema and the two adjacent shops. Three new retail units are proposed below fourteen flats built in two blocks of seven with roof gardens, balconies and 14 parking spaces. Concern was expressed that the proposed colours, yellow, purple and green, would be out of keeping with the area. The proposed entrance to flats, all of which would be for private buyers, would be in the area adjacent to Barnardo’s rear entrance.

b) Milton Road Liveability Project: The surface of the road continues to deteriorate and Mr Lynch has sent a further email to Havant Borough Council. To date he has received an acknowledgement and a reference number.

c) 34 Milton Road: A letter had been sent to Alan Johnson, the Minister Of Health who regretted that rectification lay with the local council and he was unable to intervene. At his suggestion, a letter was sent to the local Health Protection Unit at Basingstoke. A reply has not yet been received.

d) MUGA: Mr Tallyn reported that work had again commenced. There are problems with drainage water pooling on the bowling green and running into the ditch. Depressions where covering of the mole-installed pipes have subsided are being infilled. A member of the Cricket Club commented that if the Club moved to a higher division, the ground, in its present state, would be in too poor a condition for use.

e) Cherry Tree Avenue And Associated Roads: Mr Pink has made a leaflet drop suggesting three alternatives, blocking the road off, traffic calming measures or doing nothing. A residents meeting held recently was equally in favour of the first two options. Mr Pink has drafted letters to be sent to the three Ward Councillors, after the results of the Local Elections are known. Traffic counts in both the main road and Cherry Tree Avenue will be undertaken once the bus lane is completed.

f) Misuse Of The Underpass Leading From Gallagher Retail Park: Children are still cycling through the underpass although there is a Community Support Officer presence. It was noted that a ‘Cyclists Dismount’ notice was at one end of the underpass only.

g) Petersfield Rail Link: The contract has been renewed for a further year, being funded be South Western Trains.

h) A Music Festival is scheduled to take place in Waterlooville during 7 to 14 June. Traditionally, events have taken place by the fountain in the central precinct, but the Businessmen’s Association intend to schedule events in other locations throughout the town.

i) MDA: Mr Pink And Mrs Rea had attended the West Of Waterlooville Forum on 29 January held at Deverell Hall and chaired by Councillor Hollingbury of Winchester City Council. It was confirmed that the main access road, which will be signal controlled, will be from Hambledon Road The Asda roundabout will be enlarged. It is not anticipated the new Amenity Tip will be built until 2011. It is intended that the first houses will be available for sale in 2009. Winchester City Council has a Steering Committee to oversee the progression of the scheme.

j) Padnell Grange: An application to build a ninety-six home development had been withdrawn. However, new proposals have been submitted to build ninety houses on the Padnell Grange site and in Padnell Woods with access from Greenfield Crescent. The situation will continue to be monitored.

k) Hart Plain Avenue: The application to build flats has been refused.
l) Lidl’s Light: Mrs Tallyn had reported the light illuminating the Lidl’s loading bay affected passing traffic. Mr Pink had written to the Manager and, although no reply had been received, the light has been realigned.

m) Havant Thicket Reservoir: Mr Pink had been unable to attend the exhibition but Mr Lynch had been invited to a workshop. Only small sailing dinghies or electric boats were proposed and over usage would be discouraged with fishing and wildlife conservation being encouraged.

Local Development Framework

Mr Pink had received two questionnaires covering the Preferred Options Core Strategy (HLDF 28) and the Allocations Development Plan (HLDF 30). These were completed with the input of the Committee at the meeting held on 16 April, and Mr Pink gave a brief résumé.

Any Other Business

a) Mr Foyle advised that the A.G.M. of the Neighbourhood Watch would be held on 28 May at St Georges Church commencing 7.30. Details of the dates and times of the Beat Surgeries will be inserted in the Magazine.

b) Mr Tallyn asked what, was happening to the A3 Bus Corridor between Cowplain and Highfield Avenue. It was thought that this section was being left until last because of the site compound in that area, although there were rumours that funding was running low and the road surfacing is poor. Mr Pink will phone to obtain further information.

c) Mr Pink said that, Joe Hayter, for many years a staunch supporter and helper of the Residents’ Association had sadly died. His funeral is to be held on Friday 9 May and either flowers or a donation to The Rowans was suggested. After discussion it was agreed that a donation of £25.00 would be appropriate.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.10 pm.
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