That thing on the skyline of Portsdown Hill

You can’t help noticing that thing on the hill that looks somewhat like a ship well and truly aground. What’s it for?  Well, in many ways it is a ship aground, as it is built to resemble the new Type 45 destroyer.  It is known as the Maritime Integration and Support Centre (MISC) and has been built by BAE Systems to test the integration of command and control systems equipment for the new Type 45.  As such, although one may not like the view, it does bring new defence work to Portsmouth, and as it will support the Type 45 destroyer throughout its life it should provide work for many years.  At present, there are orders for six Type 45 destroyers and all will be based in Portsmouth.

The MISC is used to integrate complex ship equipment and systems before fitting them to real ships.  Testing them in an external facility means that any problems can be resolved early in the ship’s test programme.  The building reflects the profile of the destroyer to ensure that any performance issues or interference problems between the equipment to be fitted to the masts of the vessel are identified early in the ship’s production.  In due course we can expect the current masts to have radar aerials fitted.

The MISC was built on land leased from QinetiQ.  BAE Systems is working closely with QinetiQ at the Portsdown Technology Park and between them, the two companies will provide test facilities for all current and future major Royal Navy vessels. The Portsdown Technology Park is being developed jointly as a centre of excellence that will serve both the Royal Navy and NATO Fleets.

It may not look great, but it will hopefully be an asset to our area for years to come.
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